[Value of desensitization for reintroducing trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole in hypersensitive patients with HIV infection].
The incremental administration of trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole (i.e., desensitization) in previously hypersensitive HIV-infected patients has been evaluated to date in 7 studies involving more than 10 patients. These studies differ greatly from one to another according to the inclusion criteria, exclusion criteria, and desensitization procedure (duration, lagtime between 2 doses). The efficacy varies from 33% to 100% but one can expect success in 3 out of 4 patients whatever the duration of the desensitization procedure. Short procedures seem better than long ones from the compliance point of view. These different procedures have not been compared each other. The reputation of good tolerance of this procedure is challenged by the recent description of severe life-threatening systemic reaction. Subsequent contra-indications must be ruled out and this procedure must be supervised in hospital.